THE ART OF DOG TRAINING

in the field; a French partridge fell, with its
wing just tipped, in some fairly thick cover; in
due course a retriever was put on the line and it
went off at a fast pace straight away from the
Guns and full into the wind; after going about
two hundred yards the dog checked and cast it-
self; the owner started to ran ahead to lift the
dog, as he was certain the bird had run on to a
hedgerow; but I suspected that the dog would
not have checked under the good scenting con-
ditions existing if such were the case, and that
the bird had turned down wind and ran back
diagonally towards the guns; I suggested this
possibility to the owner of the dog in time to stop
him from interfering; and, sure enough, in a
minute or two the retriever picked up the line
running back towards the flank gun, and after a
good hunt back, down wind, caught the bird.
On another occasion a strong runner fell in some
thick roots; I sent one of my spaniels to retrieve,
and it took the line to the edge of the cover; the
flank gun checked the dog as he said he would
have seen the bird on the bare ground which
adjoined the roots if it had left the latter, and that
a wounded partridge would never leave thick
roots to run over bare ground; however, I had
faith in my dog and allowed it to hunt the line
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